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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1 recites 
"both sides of the top part" wherein it has not previously been recited that the 
reinforcement material has two sides on its top side. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. 3,047,026 to Kahn. 

The patent to Kahn discloses a hose, fig. 3, comprising a hard synthetic resin 
reinforcement material (12) spirally fed and having receiving surfaces positioned on 
the radial inner side and a soft synthetic resin hose body (13, 17) for covering the 
spirally fed reinforcement materials, wherein the reinforcement materials are spirally 
fed in the state of the top parts being positioned on the radial outer surface thereof. 
The covering parts projected in a generally arc shape to the center of the hose formed 
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between the reinforcement materials, with the tape material being fixed to the surfaces 
of the reinforcement materials by melting the tape material and thus the hose body 
having a generally flat inner surface and formed in an generally circular shape in cross 
section, as recited in claim 1. The embodiment shown in fig. 3 discloses the receiving 
surfaces of the reinforcement material is made flat and the angle formed by the flat 
bottom surface and the receiving surface of reinforcement material is set within a 
range of 30 to 80 degrees, as recited in claim 2. The receiving surface constituting the 
inner surface of the hose extending from the angular parts on the both sides to top on 
the bottom surface of the reinforcement are formed to become a curved surface along 
the inside surface of the covering part, as recited in claim 4. The embodiment of fig. 
3 discloses the dimension of the bottom of the reinforcement material in the hose 
axial direction is sent to be approximately the same as that of the covering part 
positioned between the reinforcement materials in the hose in the axial direction, as 
recited in claims 7 and 16, while the embodiment of fig. 2 discloses the bottom 
dimension to be smaller than the reinforcement materials in the hose axial direction, 
as recited in claims 5 and 14. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 6 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Kahn. 

The patent to Kahn discloses the recited structure, but does not disclose the 
bottom of the reinforcement material being larger than that of the covering part 
positioned between the reinforcement materials in the hose axial direction, however, 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the reinforcement bottom surfaces such that they are 
wider thus providing that the dimension is larger than the covering part positioned 
between the reinforcement materials in the hose axial direction in order to provide a 
stronger, less flexible hose that will provide the hose with greater strength against 
internal and external pressures. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 3, 8-13 and 17-19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Patrick F. Brinson whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-4897. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin P. Shaver can be reached on (571) 272-4720. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/ /pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 

/Patrick F. Brinson/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3754 
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